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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and 
know, and seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there 
be any that executeth judgment, that secketh the truth. Jeremiah v. I. 


SE a 
CONCISE REMARKS. 

Professing Christians have now for fifteen or sixteen hun- 
dred years been disputing about the true faith, the true 
church, &c. while the more important duties and requife- 
ments of christianity and the purification of the heart, have 
been but little attended to, or wholly neglected. The con- 
sequence has been that the morals and conduct of those who 
have professed the Christian religion, have been the greatest 
obstacle to its interest and advancement in the world. 

It is of very little consequenee what a man hold to or be- 
lieves, if he be destitute of a principle of integrity and up- 
rightness, and is ready, on every occaston, to cheat his neigh- 
bour and grind the face of the poor, to promote his interest 
and gratify his avarice. 

When so much evil and wickedness abound among us, 
both among priests and people, what folly and hypocrisy to 
talk about converting the heathen, and “ breaking to them 
the bread of life”? ‘The very men who are to be the instru- 
ments to accomplish this great work, are yet to be convert- 
ed, and need the bread of life first themselves. 

The same zeal for converting heathen was manifested 
among the Scribes and Pharisees when in the most degene- 
rate condition, that is manifested among priests and profes- 
sors in this day; and the effects of their labours in both 
cases will no doubt be much the same. 

The Scribes and Pharisees fully believed they should be 
the meaus of great good to the heathen, deing confident (as 
the Apostle tells us) that they were guides of the blind, a light 
of them which were in darkness, instructors of the foolish, teach- 
ers of babes, and had the form of knowledge, and of the iruth in 
the law. Just so with the Rabbies or hireling priests of this 


time. But the delusion which now overspreads christendym 
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will ere long cease, and the Lord, by his own power and 
spirit, will establish his kingdom of righteousness and peace 
in the earth. 








SENECA MISSION. 

An account of the removal of the Missionaries from the 
reservation of the Seneca Indians, was given in our May num. 
ber. After their removal, it appears, the Secretary of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, presented a memorial to 
the Legislature of New York, praying, that a law might be 
enacted to exempt the Missionary Establishment from the 
' operation of the law of 1821. ‘ This memorial,’ says the 
Boston Recorder, ** produced the passage of a bill, m the Se- 
uate, allowing missionaries, teachers, and mechanics, to re- 
side on either of the reservations, in the State of New York, 
for the purpose of communicating instruction to the Indians, 
in the Assembly, however, the bill was lost. An attempt 
was then made to connect a clause with some other bill 
which should afford temporary relief to the mission family; 
but this measure also, was opposed violently in the Assem- 
i bly, and it was finally abandoned.” ‘It was alleged,”’ says 
the Secretary, in his report to the Managers, “that mission- 
aries and teachers, instead of improving the Indians, made 
them ten times worse.”’ 

It does not appear very consonant with the principles of 
Christianity for the missionaries to wish to force themselves, 
by law, on the lands of the Indians—as no good but much 
opposition and evil would result from it. Apply to the Le- 
gislature to obtain a law for such a purpose! How desirous 
these men are to have the aid of the secular arm. Christian- 
ity, we should suppose, ought to make its way among hea- 
fhen without an application to the legislature of any state. 
Such proceedings on the part of our priests and their insti- 
tutions, while they furnish an evidence against their Chris- 
tianity, must excite just apprehensions for the safety of our 
liberties and the rights of conscieuce. 





{From a respectable member of the Methodist Society in this city-] 
METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE, 

The General Conference commenced its setting, in Balti- 

more, the Ist day of May, aad rose the 25th, df course was 
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four weeks in session. There were present upwards of 130 
delegates from the different Annual Conferences in the Uni- 
ted States— two from the. British Conference, and the three 
American bishops or superintendents. 

There existed a considerable variety of sentiments, rela- 
tive to the government of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
particularly, respecting the powers and prerogatives of their 
bishops—the rights and privileges of the local preachers, 
and a lay-representation or delegation in the General Con- 
ference—the rights of the Annual Conferences in the choice 
of their own presiding elders, and sundry other points in the 
form and administration of the government of the church. 
In the great and leading points there were two parties al- 
most equally divided. The one party was designated by the 
appellation of * Reformers;’’ the other party was called the 
%‘ Old side,’ or the ** Old school.”? 

The * Old side,’ so called, in the commencement of the 
conference, considered themselves as having a decided major- 
ity; but, in the progress of business, to their great disap- 
pointment, it appeared that the * Reformers,”’ so called, were 
about equal to them in numbers, and, it is believed, superior 
to them in talents, information, and experience. In the elec. 
tion or choice of the principal officers, agents, and superin- 
tendents, the ‘ O/d side’? got one superintendent only, and 
that by a majority of only one vote; but the ‘ Reformers’? 
got the secretary of conference, the three book agents at 
New York and Cincinnati, and one superintendent, on their 
side—so that out of those five principal officers and agents, 
which tested, pretty well, the strength of party, the * Old 
side” got but one, and the * Reformers’? obtained four. 
This augurs quite favourably to the cause of reform—and it 
is apprehended, that by the sitting of the next General Con- 
ference, the cause of reform will greatly strengthen and 
prevail. 

The General Conference set off five new Annual Confers 
ences, making in all seventeen Annual Conferences—they 
chose and ordained two new superintendents, making now, 
five bishops in all. It is supposed that the Methodist con- 
nexion, in this country, has about twelve hundred travelling 
preachers—about three thousand local preachers—and con- 
siderably upward of three hundred thousand church mem- 
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bers; besides the many hundreds of thousands of people Who 
regularly and occasionally ¢ompose their congregations, 








throm the American Economist and East Tennessee Statesman, 

printed at Greeneville, Tennessee. | 
The tyrant custom, rules with sovercign sway, 
No monarch ever was more absolute. 
My motto has never been more conspicuously verified in 
any other of the departments of human life, than‘it has in 
that of the creeds and ceremonies of the adopted systems of 
what is called religion. It is indeed a little singular, that a 
subject on which eternal things depend, and in which every 
one is as singly interested as though he were the only hu- 
man being on the globe, should be so universally left to the 
government of blind, uninvestigated custom. It was the 
injunction of an Apostle, to * prove all things, and to hold 
tast that which 1s good;”’ but it would seem, from an accu- 
rate survey of the multifarious customs established by men 
in the religious world, that they have proved nothing to 
purpose, but are holding fast every formality that has been 
imposed upon them, without ever troubling themselves about 
the authenticity of such ceremonies, or giving them the 
slightest examination. 

Ever since the days of Constantine, when the clergy took 
the whole of the keys of spiritual knowledge into their own 
hands, and have, from that time to this, become the exclu- 
sive conscience-keepers of the laity, the latter have had no- 
thing to do but to be drilled in the several formalities pre- 
pared for them by their spiritual guides, and to believe the 
various creeds and catechisms proposed to them by the cler- 
sy. as principles of faith; and as there are lazy minds as 
well as lazy bodies, it is not to be wondered at that such 
men should substitute the more easy employment of per- 
forming customary ceremonies, in place of the laborious task 
of close thinking, and of painful investigation—and hence it 
is that thousands are contented under the galling yoke of 
clerical bondage. 

I am aware of the danger of being branded with the 
initials of infidel or heretic, for this rude attack on the throne | 
of clerical custom, which seems to be the mark that is to 
be impressed on all such as dare even to point the finger of 
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“position at the ark of modern “ orthodoxy :” but before 
the indelible impression is made, I would inform the sacred 
sentinels that are standing with their brands heated and ready 
for application, that I do verily believe that the Christian ves 
ligion, in its proper acceptation, is the * one thing needful 
to every human being—the only solace in a dying hour— 
and the alone qualifier of men and women for the life that 
now is, and also for that which is to come. I also believe 
that many of those that have taken upon themselves the of- 
fice of public preachers, have been, and now are to be, rank- 
ed among the beet and most useful men in the world—and 
I also believe that a vast majority of the clergy have been, 
and now may be, classed amongst the greatest pests with 
which the earth was ever cursed. 

But to return.—Every sect in the Christian professing 
world has its own peculiar creeds and ceremonies, which, 
when they have been sanctified by long usage into settled 
CUSTOM, it becomes quite sacrilegious for any man to ex- 
amine into their origin and utility; and however puerile and 
unreasonable they, or any of them may be, their establish- 
ment is intended by their supporters to be as durable as the 
pillars of revelation, although there should not be the least 
analogy between them. Though Jesus Christ has given laws 
sufficient for the government of mankind, in all essential and” 
circumstantial points relative to the salvation of the world, 
yet men may have a right to form by-rules for regulating 
the affairs of their respective communities, which by-rules or 
laws the clergy generally claim the exclusive power of enact- 
ing. ‘This is certainly an unwarrantable infringement on the 
religious rights of the people, and should be withstood by 
every well-wisher to the cause of unadulterated religion. 

The ruled, in all good conscience, ought to have a voice, 
either personally or by his representative, in the enactment 
of the laws by which he is to be governed; and any thing 
to the exclusion of this is oppression; yet to a balance of 
power between the clergy and laity, in the establishment of 
rules, I have no particular objection. 

Customs may be useful, or they may not; and of the 
useless group, there is, probably, far the greatest number. 
It has become a custom with some, of late, to publish to 
the world, in what are called religious newspapers, the pros- 
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perous condition of religion in their respective societies, and 
to record the very great revivals of religion that have taken 
place amongst them; and this custom may possibly have 
its use, especially, should a stranger arrive upon earth from 
some remote region of the universe, and after looking care- 
fully over our human affairs, might be led to conclude that 
there was httle or no religion in this world, were he not con- 
vinced of his mistake by reading the public prints, which 
testify to the contrary. 

The Romish Church is charged by Protestants with being 
overrun with superstitious ceremonies and absurd customs, 
But the reformers, who had, from their infancy, been edu- 
cated under the trammels of Romish customs, protested 
only against some of the most glaring, and which appeared 
to them the most unreasonable and absurd, and incorporated 
all the rest into their new systems of religion; and in all the 
subsequent reformations from the reformed systems of reli- 
gion, according to the tastes of the several reformers, a large 
part of the old customs have been retained as sacred trea- 
sures, and a few that had met- with their disapprobation, 
they rejected from having a place in the reformed creeds; 
but with all this care, several very large relics of the man- 
tle belonging to the old whore of Babylon, have been pre- 
served entire, and carefully handed down from reformation 
to reformation, through a long succession of centuries. As 
some one or more of the clergy have been the principal 
actors in the formation of most of the systems of religion, 
since the first revolt from popery, they have carefully pre- 
served those customs which were best calculated to add to 
their own aggrandizement, and would be most likely to pro- 
mote their own exaltation, and render themselves absolutely 
necessary as a superior and highly privileged order of men. 

When one of these reformers has acquired sufficient forti- 
tude to enter a public protest against the corruptions of his 
sect, he forms a new creed, to which he gives the title of 
Orthodox, and then sets up the hue and cry against the par- 
ticular errors of the community from which he has revolted, 
as well as against all who will not subscribe to the new creed 
and catechism. In a short time a band of veterans subscribe 
to his creed, and become zealous defenders of the faith 
which ¢his new establishment contains. Numbers now, one 
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after another, fall in with and adopt the new established di- 
vinity, and become faithful and full believers in all the arti- 
cles of the new faith; not that they have been convinced of 
their truth by any supernatural evidence, scriptural authori- 
ty, or by any rational and judicious investigation of the te» 
nets by them embraced, but believe them because their 
teachers say that they are orthodox, and because it has be- 
come the custom for that community to believe them. 

It is not a little entertaining, to a disinterested observer, 
to see how very sacred each new creed and round of formali- 
ties become, through the sanctifying operations of cusTOM. 
Not a member is admitted into the community but must sub- 
scribe to every article, and believe it (publicly at least) un- 
der pain of excommunication; and he or she must perform 
every round of the sacred formalities to a tittle, or be in 
danger of the severest censure. 

So run the rounds of sacred customs from generation 
to generation-—and perhaps it will not be too much to say, 
that three-fourths of the professors of religion in Christen- 
dom have no settled creed of their own, but believe whatever 
is presented to them by some favourite minister or ministers, 
as articles of faith, without examination. 

How ridiculous, and contrary to religious liberty, and the 
genius of discovery, is it for any man, or set of men, to draw 
up a set of articles in religious matters, for others to believe, 
and enforce them on their church members with all the ri- 
gors of ecclesiastical malediction ! 

Catechisms are generally founded on certain creeds for 
children and others to learn by «ote, as they have learned 
the words of their language; and by being educated under 
‘such catechetical discipline, their religion, thus derived, takes 
its seat in the head, where it probably remains, without ever 
descending to the heart. These catechism and creed reli- 
gions are an effectual barrier against that searching after 
truth, of which the human mind is capable, and which is 
the duty of every one to exercise, as rational and account- 
able beings, who must give account for themselves, and not 
for another, Priestcraft, for ages, has been as busily em- 
ployed in depriving the people of their religious, as king- 
craft has in robbing them of their political, rights; and 
wherever the two crafts have been united in one body, war 
and bloodshed, racks, tortures, burning to death, halters, 


152 THE REFORMER. 


and various other engines of cruelty, have borne woful tes. 
timony to priestly pretended pious proselyting zeal!!! A 
national church’ is a national curse—and that man, or set of 
men, that would directly or indirectly endeavour to intro- 
duce that oppressive system of government into any coun- 
try, would destroy every pillar of civil and religious liberty, 
and erect the brazen throne of tyranny and full-blooded des. 
potism on their ruins. Such are enemies to both God and 
man, be their pretensions what they may. 

While ever men follow the custom of receiving their re. 
ligion, in the gross, from the hands of their teachers, with- 
out examination, so long will their religious rights be in 
danger of being trampled upon; and as the clergy are well 
aware that the great mass of the people do not exercise their 
thinking and judging faculties, even on religious subjects, 
but only learn their creeds and catechisms, agreeably to the 
directions of their teachers, as monkeys learn to mimic what 
they see, and as parrots learn to repeat what they hear, they 
will use every exertion to keep them in ignorance the better 
to fleece them. 

But it will be inquired, probably, why all this harangue 
on the influence of custom? What is to be done? My an- 
swer to these questions is—That man has been endowed by 
his Creator with the capacity of thinking, and of selecting 
ideas—of improving his understanding—of investigating, 
judging, and willing, both in temporal and spiritual con- 
cerns, for the purpose of prosecuting the journey of life to 
the best advantage, as a rational and accountable being; 
and as such, I, in the next place, would solicit my fellow- 
citizens no longer to submit to the mandates of blind, un- 
investigated custom, whether in the common occurrences 
of life, in politics, or in the more important concerns of an- 
other world. I invite you, individually, to think for your- 
selves, and to have a judgment of your own. Were this 
universally put in operation by men and women, the fair 
face of nature would soon bloom in pristine beauty; political 
establishments would assume their native equality and be- 
nignity, and the Christian religion would shed its encum- 
brances, and the fruits of righteousness would abound—so 
that there would be no need ef a religious newspaper to in- 


form a foreign visiter that there was real religion in thie 
world. 
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{From the Pilot, printed at New Haven, Con. | 


[We insert the following acute and pungent article at the 
particular instance of an able correspondent, who has fre- 
quently obliged us with his communications. Whatever may 
be the views of our readers on the subject in hand, they will 
doubtless peruse it with a considerable degree of curiosity. 
In the mean time, as for ourselves, we must beg not to be 
held responsible for any of the sentiments expressed by the 
writer.—L£d. Pilot. | 

700,000 MINISTERS!! 


At the late anniversary of the Education Society, held in 
New York, Hon. DeWitt Clinton presiding, the Rev. Dr. 
Griffin made a speech, of which the following is a conspicu- 
ous part. 


“Now look at a wretched world. Five hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of Pagans and Mahometans; a hundred millions of Roman 
Catholics; and fifty millions more of nominal Christians scarcely 
transcending in knowledge the Heathens themselves. Seven 
hundred millions, including seven-eights of the human family, 
literally perishing for lack of knowledge. And all these immor- 
tals destined to rise and expand forever in the regions of light 
and life, or to sink under the anguish of the never dying worm. 
The great mass of these, to say the least, plunged in the grossest 
wickedness, and dying thus to be eternally miserable. <A con- 
stant succession of them passing into eternity, and as we have 
every reason to think, into endless despair. Some this moment 
on their flight. What an awful and overwhelming scene. Do 
what we can, hundreds of millions must perish before we can 
reach them with any adequate aid. Allowing a thousand souls 
to one preacher, these seven hundred millions want seven hon- 
dred thousand ministers this day; this day, rather than fifty years 
hence, to save twice that number (for twice that number will die 
in fifty years) from interminable wo. And who are to raise up 
these seven hundred thousand ministers? Past experience shows 
that they will not rise up in the ordinary course of events. There 
must be a special and mighty effort. And on whom does this im- 
mense task devolve’? There are not reckoned beyond that needy 
mass, more than a hundred millions of souls on earth. Of that 
hundred millions, not more, I think, than one-fifth are now to 
put their hands to the work. Twenty millions alone to act, 
(only twice the population of the United States) and seven hun- 
dred thousand ministers to be given to the world—more than one 
for every thirty. And we yet sleep. For though something has 
been done, nothing has been attempted in comparison with the 
infinity of the object.” 

26 
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If the King of Zion had, immediately after his ascension, 
adopted the means which are now in train by the Education 
and Bible Societies, how many millions of millions of souls 
might have graced the triumphs of his cross? Yet all these 
have perished for want of a Bible and a minister! 

If the wisdom and wealth of the world, which are now so 
operative in the advancement of Christianity, could have 
started with the primitive Church, under the auspices of 
Dr. Griffin’s logarithms, the enemy of souls must have been 
wholly prostrated; but what could have been expected from 
poor fishermen, wandering about in sheep-skins and goat- 
skins, afflicted and tormented, the scorn of the world? If 
none had been admitted to an apostleship, unless he could, 
like several of the Vice-Presidents of these holy Societies, 
have proved himself to be worth more than 100,000 dollars, 
what a grand church would the Christian church have been 
long before these days! 

But we ought to rejoice and be exceeding glad, that to 
us, in these days of invention, has been reserved the honour 
of discovering and adopting the ways and means of advancing 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. The Doctor, in the higher re- 
gions of his speech, gives us the following calculations— 
‘¢ One faithful minister is to be the instrument of convertin 
100 souls, who but for him would have perished. One half of 
these rescued sinners will be parents to act upon 50 families 
of children, who, in their turn, will act upon 200 families 
more, and so on in the same ratio to the day of judgment.” 
In.this course the Doctor proves the universal salvation of 
all who shall have the benefit of the process—and after this 
he goes off into incomprehensible space, where we will not 
venture to follow him. 

Lately we have heard much of the power of steam, and 
of engines on the Aigh pressure and low pressure principle. 
The high pressure engines have been denounced as hazard- 
ous to life, and we trust that the high pressure religious so- 
cieties will soon burst their boilers, to the great consternation 
and distress of all who trust in them. 

The religion of the gospel began in poverty and humility, 
and must so continue. Its author assured his followers that 
the world would hate them because it first hated him. He 
placed no reliance on the rich men, the mighty captains, and 
the excellencies and honourables of the eath. When, there- 
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fore, we see these in possession of altars and ordinances, we 
may well inquire * where have ye hid the Lord. 

if our country must be overrun with mendicants, draw- 
ing money from the people under pretence of aiding religion, 
let us at least turn this money into valuable channels. Let 
it be employed in the support of a number of real Christians, 
who shall be sent to the officers and members of these great 
societies, to pray and beseech them, severally, to repent and 
to believe the gospel—to lay down the carnal weapons with 
which they are now girded, and to put on the whole armour 
of God—to be meek and lowly, that they may find rest to 
their souls—to talk no more about 700,000 ministers-—to 
use no more great swelling words of vanity, and to take the 
earliest occasion of adjourning without day. 

These great functionaries and dignitaries who meet in the 
Bible palace in New York, have probably no conception how 
much the moral sense of the community is nauseated by their 
annual parades, especially when in the list of their principal 
officers, of their members for life, and of their honorary le- 
gions, so many are well known to have made no pretences to 
religion of any sort in their own neighbourhoods. 

Every friend of civil and religious liberty in this country 
ought to be on the watch, when he sees an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, actually formed between the pretended religion 
and real wealth of the country, the hierarchy and oligarchy 
combined. If it is difficult to ascertain the course by which 
these men are to compass dominion over the people, it is per- 
fectly obvious and certain, that their ostensible object is not 
their real object. The infinitely wise Governor of the world 
always chooses instruments fitted to his purposes; and of all 
men in our country the majority of those whose dollars have 
given them rank and precedence in the Education and Bible 
Societies, are the least of all men fitted to send the gospel 
to the heathen; and the heathen would join us in this senti- 
ment if they knew the men as well as we do. 

In these remarks we would not intimate a doubt of the 
Christian humility and fervent piety of Major General Gaines, 
of the honourable David Daggett, and of the Aonourable The- 
odore Dwight, each of whom acted a conspicuous part in 
the celebrations. It were greatly to be wished that the rest 


of the actors had beeu worthy to have touched even the hem 
of their garments, 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCOTCH SOCIETY For 
“PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.” 

The following extracts from an account of the proceed. 
ings at this anniversary, we should suppose would sufficient. 
ly convince any one possessed with but a slight knowledge 
of Christianity, how little the religion of Jesus Christ will 
be promoted by this and similar associations. Nothing can 
furnish stronger evidence of the fallen and low condition of 
Christianity, than when such men as appear below, engage 
in promoting it, and blend with it conduct and proceedings 
so contrary to the whole tenor of its precepts. Such s0. 
cieties are more any thing else than societies for ** promoting 
Christian knowledge;’’ and every one who would wish to 
preserve any true religion in himself, or avoid assisting to 
destroy it among others, ought to keep at the utmost dis- 
tance from all these splendid associations, and their compli. 
mentary and prophane proceedings. No measures could be 
adopted more directly calculated to disgrace and destroy the 
religion of the New Testament, than the conduct and prac- 
tices of many of those associations formed under pretence 


of extending and promoting it. 


[From the New England Galaxy. 


The Scotca Society for promoting Christian knowledge, held 
its fifty-first anniversary at the Albion Tavern, London, on the 
14th of April. Three columns of the Morning Chronicle are fill- 
ed with an account of the proceedings. His royal highness the 
Duke of Sussex, Sir James Mackintosh, Mr. Canning, and a great 
many other reverend and pious dignitaries, Dukes, Lords, and 
Baronets, were present. The dinner was superb, the toasts re- 
ligiously sentimental, and the songs very serious and Christian- 
like indeed! 


«« The royal Chairman next proposed ‘ The health of the 
‘Treasurer,’ to which appellation he felt it necessary to add 
his title of new knighthood, ‘ Sir Peter Laurie,’ with a hope 
that he might long enjoy his newly acquired honours.— 
With three times three. 

Sir Peter Laurie said, he had expected that his health 
would have been drunk as Treasurer of the Society, but he 
little expected that his Royal Highness would have con- 
descended to notice him with reference to those honours 
which he had recently received. He felt proud, however; 
that he had received them,—first, as he considered them 4 
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mark of his sovereign’s Favour, and secondly, a proof of the 
good will of his fellow-citizens. And here he wished to ob- 
serve that the citizens of London never forgot the High- 
landers of Scotland; as a proof of which he could state that 
the last sound he had heard that day in the Stock Exchange, 
was ‘Auld lang Syne,’ fa laugh ] The citizens of Lot- 
don were aware that the Highland Glens were the beds 
which produced heroes—those men who had so often and 
so successfully turned the tide of battle in our favour, [ap- 
plause.] Adverting to the present charity, he observed that 
the present cost of educating a child in the Highlands, was 
five shillings; so that any gentleman subscribing a guinea, 
would have the satisfaction of knowing that he had four 
children educated [The Duke of Sussex—Aye, four and 
fraction—a laugh.] It was matter of satisfaction too, to 
consider the school-masters who were employed; they were 
as pillars of strength in the cause—aye, as pillars of gas to 
illumine the country, [a laugh.] Yes, they were pillars of 
gas, but the Society should recollect, that they were the 
gasometer, [loud laughing.] Before he concluded, he beg- 
ged to mention an anecdote. Three Scotch soldiers belong- 
ing to the Black Watch; had been sent for by George the 
Third, of blessed memory; his Majesty being pleased with 
their prowess and dexterity, gave each a guinea; but the 
soldiers feeling that they were fully rewarded by the appro- 
bation of their sovereign, each gave his guinea to the porter 
as he left the Palace. 

Song by young Smith—‘ Come unto these yellow sands,’ 
which was executed in superior style, and called forth the 
repeated approbation of his Royal Highness. 

His Royal Highness called upon Mr. Donnie for ‘ Mog- 
gie Lauder.’ 

Mr. Donnie said, he was most ready to sing the song, but 
he first wished to relate an anecdote. When he came from 
India some time ago, it pleased the good people of his town 
to put him into a great chair like that then occupied by his 
Royal Highness, upon a question somewhat like the present, 
and he then said, that it would be better to spread Bibles at 
home than be sending them to the Hindoos. Upon this, he 
received a thump on his back, he could not tell from what 


quarter, but in a few minutes he received a bit of paper, in- 
Vou. V. 27 
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forming him he was surrounded by people who were anxious 
to supply the Hindoos with Bibles, [a laugh.] Now the 
fact was, he lived in a Parish in Scotland, of fifty miles ex. 
tent, and they had only half a minister, [a laugh ] A great 
many beneficial things had been-done by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, but his Royal Highness had that night 
done a thing equally beneficial to Scotland; he had added 
the Right Honourable the Secretary for Foreign Affairs to 
the list of supporters of that Society, [loud applause.] This 
would, he trusted, be the means of bringing the Peerage and 
Aristocracy of Scotland to the support of this measure.— 
Education was the most serious importance to the welfare 
of acountry. In Scotland they had 1000 red coats, not to 
keep them in order, for, thank God, they kept themselves 
in order, while in Ireland 24,000 men were unable to keep 
the people in order. How could this be accounted for, un- 
tess by a want of Education? And now, Gentlemen, said 
he, ‘Ill sing you Moggie Lauder.’ ” 


Remember, reader, that these are extracts from the proceed- 
ings of the [celebrated] Society for promoting Christian know- 
ledge. 

} >, ——___} 
Extract from a Sermon preached in Erie, Penn. Jan. 1, 1824, 
By R. Rei, A. M. 


“It is not only in this place that iniquity has triumphed, 
but in many other places throughout the land. In general, 
wherever a minister of the gospel has dared to speak the 
truth without fear or partiality, his ministry has been un- 
successful, and he has been obliged to struggle against a 
powerful opposition. Indeed almost every man of truth has 
Been placed in similar circumstances. There is a tremen- 
dous truth in the application of the words of the prophet. 
Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any 
brother, for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neigh- 
Bour will walk with slanders. And they will deceive every one 
his neighbour, and will nat speak the truth: They have taught their 
tongues to speak lies, and they weary themselves to commit iniquity. 
There is truly an almost universal deception at this moment 
on the minds of men. We are told continually of the pre- 
valence of the gospel, and of the triumphs of religion; re- 
vivals and awakvnings are proclaimed from every corner of 
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the land; but when we come to compare these glowing de- 
scriptions with the details of human life, the heart sickens 
at the melancholy picture of human depravity. In your in- 
tercourse among mankind you will very seldom find a man 
of integrity and truth. Every man appears to be on the 
alert to take the advantage of his neighbour. The principle 
of selfishness seems to be predominant in every heart.—In 
religion, the authority of Jesus Christ is despised, and every 
one follows the dishonest policy, the crooked windings and 
zigzag courses of the sect to which he belongs, without the 
least regard to truth; and yet not only every religious man 
with whom you converse, but almost every minister of the 
gospel, will tell you that religion and morality are rapidly 
advancing in their influence among mankind. It may truly 
be said of us as it was said of the church in ancient days— 
Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit. t would seem as if 
the judge of all the earth had withdrawn himself for a time 
to show mankind that unless his red right hand of vengeance 
should appear in the execution of tremendous judgments, 
the world amidst all moral and spiritual advantages, and 
amidst the brightest illuminations of the gospel, would still 
sink deeper and deeper into vice and corruption.” 








[From Plain Truth.} 
SALARY Orricers.—The American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, have provided a snug birth 
and a handsome salary for J. Evarts, their corresponding 
secretary. The following is an extract from the proceed- 
ings of the annual meeting: 

‘<The committee recommended that the sum of 1000 dol- 
lars be granted to J. Evarts, Esq. as Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Board; and that the further sum of 1000 dol- 
lars be allowed him as Editor of the Missionary Herald. * * * 
This report was accepted.” 

Two thousand dollars a year exceed in amount the salary 
of either governor in five of the eastern states. Rhode Island 
and Connecticut contained in 1820, 358,000 inhabitants, 
yet the annual salary of secretary Evarts far surpasses the 
united salaries of the governors of these two states. The 
governors of New Hampshire and Vermont, have each an 


annual salary of 1000 dollars. Secretary Evarts has 2000 
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dollars per annum. ‘The committee give their reasons. Let 
them speak for themselves. 

“The principal reasons were, in brief, that the Corre. 
sponding Secretary should, in order to the uninterrupted 
discharge of the duties of his office, be free from care and 
anxiety as to providing the means of support for his family; 
and. that the sum specified is no‘more than a suitable sup. 
port.” 

Many of our honest farmers in the country look upon 
2000 dollars as a great estate. Who that has a family, is 
isee from care and anxiety? 

eS == 
{Hatract from a letier to the Editor of the American Eagle, 
dated New York, May 16th, 1824.] 

“ At a late annual meeting of the Missionary Society in 
this city, they brought forward two or three Indians for the 
purpose of attracting public attention; which had the de- 
sired effect, for an India is an uncommon sight here, and 
many went to see the sHow. How much it put into the 
coffers, I am not able to say; but one thing 1s certain, if some 
kind of check is not put to this business, they will acquire 
so large a fund that it will be difficult for the Government 
to manage them. I recollect the saying of a great statesman 
of Great Britain, that ‘he cared not who was at the head 
of Government, if he could but rule the monied institutions, 
for he could then rule the rulers.’ It will appear strange to 
those who come after us, that this cause should have gain- 
ed so many proselytes, and the future historian will rank it 
among the follies (if he does not give it a worse name) of 
the age. . 


‘ Fools that we are, like Israel’s fools of yore; 
‘The calf owrselves have fashioned, we adore; 
But let true reason once resume her reign, 
This god shall dwindle to a calf again.’ ”’ 


[One of these Indians, a short time since was in this city, 
and was used for the same purpose as at New York We 
witnessed the farce, as it was performed one evening in the 
meeting-house corner of Arch and Third streets—beheld 
the crowd, and heard the gingling of money. How long 
shall Christianity be thus disgraced and prophaned by those 
who ought to know better, and profess to be guides to the 


people 7] 
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RISHOP M‘KENDREE’S OPINION OF CALVINISTIC 
MISSIONARIES. 


Extract of a letter from Bishop M ‘Kendree, duted Cincinnati. 
(See Methodist Magazine, page 397.) 

«‘ It was hoped that our lack of service, arising from want 
of men and means, would be made up to the public by the 
missionaries of other denominations; but their systems are 
local—the missionaries are at liberty to establish themselves 
to the best advantage for ease and temporal prosperity, and 
frequently they seem to do so. From what I hear, and 
from what comes under my observation, they frequently tra- 
vel from city to city, and from town to town, through the 
most prosperous neighbourhoods in the country, where 
churches are formed, and the people blessed with useful 
ministers,—or follow those hardy, enterprising preachers, 
who have opened the way into the frontier settlements, and 
establish themselves as ministers or school-masters, thus enéer- 
ing into other men’s business. 

‘“‘ By such measures, the grand and most important object 
of the gospel mission is defeated. The poor, the afflicted, 
and the most needy, are not attended to, while many, very 
many, who arrange themselves under the minister, and are 
considered his crown of rejoicing, are such as have only a 
name to live while they are dead.”’ 7 

—=— 
[From the Columbian Star of June 12.] 
Extract of a letter to the Rev. Iuther Rice, dated Rich- 
mond, May 19, 1824. 

Dear Brother Rice,—I have thought several times lately 
that I would wnte to you, to have some notice taken in the 
Star of Jesse Denson. He is, I believe, one of the most im- 
pudent, barefaced impostors that ever lived. I have been 
inquired of several times by our Baptist friends and others, 
what his character is; and, from what I hear, he has been, 
for several months past, imposing himself on the good peo- 
ple of the different counties about here, south of James Ri- 
ver, frequently preaching, sometimes calling himself Luther 
Rice, and, I belitve, constantly, where he thinks he can sucs 
ceed, trying to collect money for missionary purposes. He 
sometimes calls himself a Presbyterian, and exhibits, when 
it suits him, a long list of testimonials of his character, with 
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the names of Dr. Staughton, Bro. Brown, and including 
your own. Bro. E. ¥. Wimbish, of Pittsylvania County, 
is now here, and tells me that he left Denson in his neigh. 
bourhood when he left home, and that though some persons 
had suspicions about him, he succeeded in making the most 
of them believe that he is a Baptist preacher in good stand. 
ing. Bro. St. Clair, of Amelia, gave me a similar account 
of him in his neighbourhood, about six or eight months ago, 
where he was very anxious to get the names of the most 
wealthy and respectable people, only for the purpose of get- 
ting money from them. Brethren St. Clair and Wimbish 
both beg that he may be published. 


[ We could wish there were no other impostors in this 
country, collecting money for missionary purposes, but this 
Jesse Denson. It appears, however, that this man is not a 
regularly licensed one. If he is as successful in obtaining 
money as “ Brother Rice,’”? whose name he sometimes as- 
sumes, he will be able, in a short time, to secure very hand- 
some funds to support himself 1n his old age. } 


CAREY MISSION. 
The Rev. C. Marten, of Ohio, has been employed in 


Kentucky, since the first of January, in making collections 
for this mission, located at St. Joseph’s, in Michigan. In 
January, he started a flock of 120 sheep, which arrived at 
Fort Wayne*in February; in May, he sent on 212 head of 
cattle; he has collected some money, and obtained subscrip- 
tions to a considerable amount; he has also sent on 6 boxes 
of clothing; and in autumn intends to drive on a herd of se- 
veral hundred swine. The whole amount of his collections, 
from January to June, is valued at about 4000 dollars; and 
he is still engaged in the benevolent work. It is pleasant 
to see these successful efforts in behalf of Indian missions, 
maugre all opposition. [ Christian Repository. 


[“ Successful efforts.”? The only success to be seen, in this 
case, is in obtaining money and boxes of clothing, and in 
collecting flocks of sheep, droves of cattle, and herds of 
swine. We are told he is still engaged in the “ benevolent 
work,’ } 
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SINGULAR ADVERTISEMENT, 
Copied from a late Tennessee Paper. | 

Dr’s. CROZIER & ANTHONY, inform the public, that they 
will receive the country produce at the market price, for their ser- 
vices. They will attend, gratis, TRAVELLING PREACHERS, 
and DIVINES settled in their neighbourhood with their families. 

[This must be quite an accommodation to the people, and 
will no doubt secure the good will of travelling preachers and 
divines, which is a matter of some importance in this period 
of the world. ] 

For the Reformer. 

A long letter has appeared in the London, and copied in 
the New York and other publications, said to have been 
written by “ Prince ALExAnD8R HowENLOHE,” the re- 
viver of lying miracles.* Says an Editor,—‘“ We give his 
letter to show in what a spirit of piety it is dictated.” An 
extract or two from this pious effusion, will serve, in a mea- 
sure, to show its nature. 

**T have received the letter which you did me the honour to 
write to me, and I shall comply with your request with much 
pleasure. I doubt not that you will offer up your prayers with 
all the dispositions which can render it efficacious; lively faith, 
purity of conscience, undivided love, unbounded confidence, and 
profound humility. Could our Divine Saviour Jesus Christ, in 
making prayer a precept, render the performance of it sweeter” 
and easier than in proposing in several parts of his holy gospel 
to grant all that we should ask of his father in his name? 
_ Now, the meaning attached to the last expression, * ask 
in his name,’’ is, that they shall literally ask or pray, using 
those words. Any reader of common discernment who shall 
turn to John 16, and read from the 23d verse to the end of 
the chapter, will perceive that our Lord’s discourse was di- 
rected, exclusively, to his immediate disciples, and that he 
— eek cargo -~ literal ) _ But this PRINCE, and 
petri stee c rey ch eir teachings and writings, 
pwn ¢ words “in my, or his, name,” fiterally. 

u an easy task, if necessary, to prove that in such, 





* It is, perhaps, not generall y 
, ’ y known, that the lady said to have 
—_ pponatly cured at Washington of a deadly disease, by the 
ee — prayers of Prince Hohenlohe, shortly afterwards re- 
psec into her former Ml state of health._{W. ¥. Evening Post. 
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and many other places, both of the Old and New Testa, 
ment, the same words, or paralicl expressions, should not be 
taken lite:ally; but the clergy, ever since the ‘falling away,” 
finding it their interest to establish a ceremonious religion, 
have always put a literal construction on all such passages 
of the sacred writings—thus, from time immemorial, they 
have (practically too) explained, ‘“‘the commission,”’ Matt. 
xxvii. 19, “baptizing them in* the name of the Father,” 
&c and repeat the words (as a form,) over the subject of 
their baptism, in the very manner used by the seven sons of 
Sceva, one of the Jewish chief Priests—Acts xix. 13. In- 
deed the Papal church, and several of those called Protestant, 
hold that ‘‘ baptism is regeneration,’ and the remnant, while 
they deny the doctrine, in word, confirm it, in practice—for 
they admit none to their communion, who will not submit 
to their baptism. 


The letter of Prince Hohenlohe concludes thus:— 


‘© J will pray on the 8th of January, 1824, between the hours 
of 9 and 10, for the intentions mentioned in your letter, and I 
will repeat my prayers the 26th of January, between 9 and 10. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be always with you.— 
Your devoted servant, Prince ALEX’R. HOHENLOHE., 

** Vienna, 3d Dec. 1823.” 


We now come to the miracle said to have been per- 
formed— 


“ This letter [says the account] did not reach Evrou until the 
22d of January, before which day her friends had reason to fear, 
from the violence of her disease, that her end was approaching. 
Sunday, the 25th, two masses were offered-up for her intentions; 
she fainted during both, but at the moment of the elevation of 
the second, she recovered her senses and exclaimed,—‘ Thanks 
be to the good God!—Give me my clothes.’ She rose without 
assistance, and remained long enough on her knees te prepare 
herself for communion; she received it a little before 9 o’clock; 
it was not until the afternoon that they recollected the difference 
between the meridians of Paris and Vienna, so that the cure had 
taken place at the moment when the Prince was at prayer. In 
short, this cure has been such, that the patient, incapable hither- 


_ 





* The Greek preposition, in this place, signifies motion, and 
should have been rendered into—thus, 1 Cor. x. 2, “ Baptized 
{not wnte, but] znto Moses in the cloud and in the sea:’’ compare 
this with Acts xv. 21, and it will plainly appear that they were 
** baptized info the raw” dispensation. 











? 


THE REFORMER. 165 


to of moving a step, repaired alone to the church and assisted at 
hich mass, to the great astonishment of the spectators. Since 
this time she walks and works. Her person has become straight, 
her wounds have closed, and her diseases have disappeared.— 
Three weeks had passed when they wrote to us her strength was 
re-established, and every thing apnounced a permanent cure.” 
It seems that in all his miracles, this civil Prince, and ec- 
clesiastical Bishop, requires, at the time of his praying, 
masses to be performed, during which the cures are effected. 
It is almost unnecessary to remark that this pious mounte- 
bank well knew that his letter would go the rounds of the 
whole “ professing world.” H. I. 








SPAIN. 


Some curious Police regulations have been adopted at 
Madrid with reference to the ceremonials of Passion Week, 
especially on Good Friday—to prevent the disorders usual 
on those occasions. In the first place, no carriages are to 
appear on that day, without special permission, under penal- 
ty of fifty ducats. A second order is much more curious, 
It forbids all persons, of what rank soever, to appear in 
public, giving themselves the discipline—that 1s, scourging 
themselves on the back—or with their hands crossed, or in 
the dress of penitents, on Good Friday, under a penalty of 
ten years imprisonment and 500 ducats, to nobles, and of 
200 lashes and ten years on board the galleys, to the com- 
monalty. The prohibition is a strange one,—and it is still 
more extraordinary that the sanction of so heavy a punish- 
ment should be deemed necessary to enforce it. At the same 
time the threat of 200 lashes can have no terrors for those 
who have a taste for the discipline, unless there be some pe- 
culiar virtue or gratification in the infliction of the lash with 
their own hands, rather than with those of the executioner. 


[ Phila. Christian. 


———— = —w 





- CHURCHES IN ENGLAND. 

An additional appropriation of near.2,000,000 dollars has been 
made to build churches, The Dissenters are petitionin against 
this, and say the Episcopalians are rich enough to build for them- 
selves, Without taking money partly derived from other religions. 

_ Upwards of 4,000,000 dollars were appropriated a few years 
since to build churches, and 98 had been erected, affording Ac- 
commodation to 150,000 persons,—still it was said there was a 
28 
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want of room in churches. Mr. Hobhouse denied there was any 
general want of room. The official papers said 3,000,000 of peo. 
ple wanted accommodation, and yet this grant would only give 
it to 75,000. So that 90,000,000 of dollars would be wanting to 
complete the accommodation. Mr. Hobhouse recommended 
double or treble service, and said that churches in abundance 
would be erected if those who built them were allowed to choose 
their ministers. Mr. Hume said the way to promote religion was 
to have pious clergymen, not to erect stone walls. He had seen 
churches well built, but very ill filled —Of 10,600 parsons there 
were 6,804 non-residents. { British Parliament. 


MEXICO. 


By private letters from Mexico, there is reason to believe that 
the partisans of the dethroned Emperor, Iturbide, are active, and 
before many months expire, an attempt will be made to restore 
him to the sovereignty of the country. The nobles, under the 
existing state of affairs, feel that their importance has been con- 
siderably curtailed; and both the old and young of this stamp, 
would rather be conspicuous round a despot’s throne, than move 
through life, undistinguished from the rest of the community. 
The priests too are busy—a republican government is not the 
proper soil for priestcraft to flourish in—and when we look at 
the character of the mass of people who inhabit this section of 
the country; when we look at the small number of the true pa- 
triots among them, there is reason to fear that the engines at 
present employed will not be wholly without effect. [Late paper. 


DIED, at Philadelphia, on the 22d ult. the Rev. Henry Hol- 
comb, D. D. Pastor of the First Baptist Church in that city, in 
the 62d year of his age. The inexorable demand of mortality is 
not often laid upon a more prominent member of our dying spe- 
cies; nor is it often that talents so ample, and virtues so high, 
are drawn from the active scenes of life, and the ardent charities 
of christian piety, to be refined and ennobled for the highest bliss 
of an immortal duration. The fall of so great a fabric, necessarily 
creates a painful agitation, and we pause to lament the extinc- 
tion of so much light and practical goodness. As a native of the 
south, a well known and able advocate of gospel truth—as a man 
of the finest integrity, and as a christian minister of no common 
gradation in zeal and eloquence, Dr. Holcomb possessed our love 
and admiration whilst living, and being dead, is mourned with 
unfeigned sorrow. [.dugusta (Georgia) Chronicle. 

We have received the first and second numbers of the ** Tele- 
seope,”’ printed at New York. Its object is stated to be, ‘‘to show 
the true state of the Christian world,—to point out the various 
causes which prevent the progress of true piety, and to revive 
primitive Christianity.’? 
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WANT OF SUCCESS AMONG THE MISSIONARIES. 


Extract from a joint letter of the American Missionaries at Bom- 
bay, published in the Boston Recorder of May 8. 

“ Now you see, Dear Sir, that we have filled so many pages 
with accounts of our missionary labours and concerns, and that 
the out pouring of God’s spirit and the conversion of sinners, 
make no item in the account. Could we do it in truth, our hearts 
would exult in sending you those joyful tidings, for which you 
are anxiously waiting, and fervently praying, and we trust pa- 
tiently waiting. But we have no such tidings; and our hearts 
are ready to die within us because we have none.” 


Another missionary in the same section of country, observes— 
‘‘ Our faith and patience are still tried by the want of any visible 
shaking among the dry bones of this valley,—‘ very many and 
very dry.’ 33 


Extract from the Diary of Mr. Sutton, Baptist Missionary at 
Moorshedebad, India. 


“ Jan. 8. Several Hindoos were inquiring of me to-day how 
they could forsake sin; for, said they, we are all directed by fate, 
every thing is decreed, whether sin or holiness.”’ 


These Hindoos appear to be quite orthodox—See Articles of 
Faith of the Baptists and Presbyterians. 

Question. * What are the decrees of God?” 

Jinswer given. ‘* The decrees of God are his eternal purpose 
according to the counsel] of his own will, whereby, for his own 
glory, he hath fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 





A German paper says, the Pope has made an additional grant 
of 24,000 dollars annually to the Congregation de propaganda 


Jide, for the special purpose of encouraging the progress of the 


Catholic religion in the United States of America. 





It is stated that ‘* General Jackson has been, for some years, a 
member of a Christian church, and is a devoted friend to mis- 
sions.” This, it is said, is urged with some effect in different 
parts of the country to promote his election to the Presidency. 





The American Society for meliorating the condition of the 
J ew S, at New York, in their late Report, state, that the number 
OF auxilary societies are 213; and that nearly 8000 dollars have 
been received into their treasury during the last year. Has the 
condition of a single Jew been meliorated? Or has any one of 
pear ah ye been converted by this Society and its numerous 
—_ Pond <7 - money which has been contributed? 
Mr. S still actively e -d in formi iliaries ; 
procuring additional lee ea amen: er di ea. 
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Auburn Theological Seminary.—From a late statement, it ap. 
pears there are at this manufactory of ministers 4 Professors and 
but 20 students. The whole number of students last fall was 
only seven. The county of Cayuga gave 50,000 dollars for the 
sake of the honour or the advantage of having this seminary 
within its bounds; but it appears the institution has not been as 
prosperous as institutions of a similar kind in other parts. We 
think it probable that the circulation of Plain T'ruth in that sec. 
tion of country has been an obstacle to its success. 


Princeton Theological Seminary.—From a report made to the 
General Assembly at their late meeting, it appears that the per. 
manent Fund of the Institution is $22,012 21—besides which, 
$ 22,362 45 have been received towards the endowment of three 
Professorships—making in the whole $44,374 66. [Boston Rec. 


Joshua Soule has at length succeeded to the office of Bishop in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, by a majority of only one vote. 
We hope he has learned a little wisdom and moderation by the 
things he has suffered for the four years past, and that he will 
never more make such high assumptions of power and authority, 
as on a former occasion, nor attempt to ‘lord it over the heri- 
tage.” 


John Bunyan’s Indictment.—The bill of indictment preferred 
against John Bunyan ran thus:—‘‘ John Bunyan hath devilishly 
and perniciously abstained from coming to church to hear divine 
service, and is a customary upholder of several unlawful meet- 
ings and conventicles to the disturbance and distraction of the 
good subjects of this kingdom, contrary to the law of our sove- 
reign Lord and King.” On this indictment he was imprisoned 
12 years and 6 months. 


*.* Our correspondent at Baltimore is informed we would wil- 
lingly insert his communication, if we had an idea that what he 
has said, or any thing we could say, would have a tendency to 
correct the evils and abuses complained of. But to us this ap- 
pears no way probable. There is not sufficient sincerity and in- 
tegrity in the body to work upon. Individuals in the community 
must judge and act for themselves. It need not be expected that 
a thorough reform will ever be effected in any of the religious 
bodies of the present day, as bodies. The reasons which induce 
to.this conclusion are too numerous to be here detailed. 


TE ae Neer eE enenr aS 


The Reformer is printed on the first day of each month, at one dollar 4 
year. Letters to be addressed, and payment made to T. R. GATES; 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North Third Street, Philadel- 
phia. Numbers can yet be supplied from the commencement of the work: 


John Richards, Printer, No. 20, Church Alley. 








